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JOE BRANNEN 

Joe Brannen is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Georgia Bankers 

Association, a position he has held since 1980.  Joe came to the Georgia Bankers 

Association after having worked eight years for U.S. Senator Sam Nunn.  Active in many 

states, regional and national organizations, Joe is on the Boards of Directors of the Georgia 

Chamber of Commerce and the State YMCA.  He is a past President of the Georgia Bar 

Foundation and the Georgia Society of Association Executives. Joe is also a former chair of 

the boards of the Graduate School of Banking at Louisiana State University, and the 

American Bankers Association’s Alliance of State Associations. He is a past participant in 

Leadership Georgia, a member of the Gridiron Secret Society, and has been a member of 

the Committee of 100 of Emory University's Candler School of Theology. 

 

TIM KEADLE  
Tim Keadle has 30+ years of experience in public accounting. Prior to joining PKM in 1984, 

he spent six years with an international accounting firm. Tim’s expertise is in auditing and 

financial reporting for banks, including extensive experience working with SEC registrants 

and de novo banks. His experience includes a range of services from start-up to mergers 

and acquisitions to strategic planning. Tim is a frequent instructor and speaker for the 

Community Bankers Association and the Georgia Bankers Association (GBA).  He serves as 

a resource to various law firms specializing in SEC reporting issues and has participated in 

seminars with noted law firms and regulators to address the many complex issues 

surrounding mergers and acquisitions of financial institutions. Tim formerly served as the 

GBA Board Member representing all of the Associate Members. 

 

DAVID OLIVER 

David Oliver is the Senior Vice President for Member Solutions at the Georgia Bankers 

Association. He’s responsible for the association’s primary member-facing operations, 

including education, member services and communications. David joined the GBA team in 

2008 as the Senior Vice President for Communications and Marketing and has a 27-year 

background in corporate communications and 18 years of experience in the banking 

industry. He was the Director of Communications at SouthTrust Bank from 2000-2005, and 

after SouthTrust was acquired by Wachovia, served in a similar role for Wachovia’s Georgia 

operations until coming to work for the GBA. He’s also worked in public relations roles for 

Alabama-based electric-power subsidiaries of Southern Company.  David is chair of the 

Neighborhood Nexus Advisory Board, is past chairman the American Bankers Association 

Communications Committee, and he has served on the PR advisory committees for the  

Georgia Research Alliance and the Woodruff Arts Center, He is also past president of the  

Birmingham, Ala., chapter of the International Association of Business Communicators. David  

earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Journalism from the University of Colorado at Boulder  

in 1991, and is originally from Dadeville, Ala. 



 
 

JAMES STEVENS  
James Stevens provides general corporate and bank regulatory advice to our clients. 

James has substantial experience in the representation of public and private companies 

and financial institutions, marketplace lenders and other FinTech and financial services 

companies in mergers and acquisitions, securities offerings and regulatory reporting and 

compliance. He often serves as the principal outside counsel for these clients. 

James’ experience includes the representation of financial institutions and other financial 

service companies in: 

 More than 60 branch and whole bank mergers, acquisitions and divestitures. 

 More than 40 public and private debt and equity offerings.  

 Private equity recapitalizations involving the preservation of deferred tax assets, 

 regulatory control avoidance and other complex issues. 

 Bulk asset purchases and sales, proxy contests, failed bank acquisitions, charter  

conversions and bank holding company formations. 

 Regulatory compliance matters and enforcement actions before federal and state 

 regulators. 

James’ other experience includes the representation of: 

 Issuers in more than 40 public and private debt and equity offerings. 

 Buyers and sellers that manufacture building and other products in three dozen  

mergers, acquisitions and divestitures. 

 Buyers and sellers that provide business consulting and other services in more than 

 a dozen mergers, acquisitions and divestitures. 

 A telecommunications company in connection with four acquisitions and divestitures  

with an aggregate transaction value of over $4.4 billion. 

 Financial institutions and other companies in over a dozen tender offers and going  

private transactions. 

 

 


