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JEFF ADAMS  
Jeff joined Banks Street Partners as a Managing Director in 2012 and has been 

involved in transactions representing more than $3.0 billion in value during his 20-

year investment banking career. Prior to joining Banks Street Partners, he was a 

Managing Director with Carson Medlin, A Division of Monroe Securities, Inc. where 

he headed the firm’s Atlanta office and was responsible for advising financial 

services companies on a range of strategic initiatives including capital raising 

transactions and mergers and acquisitions. In addition, Jeff performed various 

other advisory assignments for clients including common stock valuations, good  will 

impairment tests, strategic planning consults and capital plan development. Early in 

his investment banking career, Jeff spent eight years in the financial institutions group  

at Trident Securities and later, KeyBanc Capital Markets as an Associate and Vice President 

where he assisted Southeast-based community banks in the execution of capital raising 

mandates and mergers and acquisitions. Prior to Trident, Jeff was a Vice President and City 

Executive for the State Employees Credit Union, a $31 billion asset credit union headquartered 

in Raleigh, NC. Jeff also is a frequent guest speaker at banking industry conferences and 

management forums and has been a guest lecturer at the SNL Bank Analyst Training Program 

and the North Carolina School of Banking. Jeff is a graduate of the University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill and earned a MBA at East Carolina University.  Jeff is a founding director of the 

Rock Harrison Educational Foundation and is an active volunteer for Soccer in the Streets, an 

Atlanta-based organization focused on the leadership and occupational development of at-risk 

kids. Jeff lives in Atlanta with his wife and two children. 

 
BRENT BAKER 
Mr. Baker was born in Detroit, Michigan, in 1948 and currently resides in Cumming, 

Georgia.  Mr. Baker received a degree in Banking and Finance from Palm Beach 

College in 1978.  He was awarded diplomas by the Graduate School of Banking at 

Louisiana State University, The National Commercial Lending Graduate School at 

the University of Oklahoma, and The Nation  al Installment Credit School at the 

University of Colorado. Prior to 1991, Mr. Baker spent 22 years as a commercial 

banker. He served in various middle management and executive management 

positions including Group President, North Atlanta, for First Union National Bank 

(now Wells Fargo), Atlanta, Georgia; President and CEO of Roswell Bank, Roswell, 

Georgia; and Central Division Manager of First Georgia Bank, Atlanta, Georgia.  In  

1991 he and two associates founded Southeast Bank Services, Inc., a company that  

provided credit related consulting services to banks and multi-bank holding companies  

including originating and packaging SBA 7(a) and 504 loans for its clients and assisting  

its clients with the establishment of their own SBA loan departments. In 1996, Mr. Baker and  

another founder of Southeast Bank Services, Inc. sold their interests in that company and formed Banc 

Services Corporation with Mr. Baker serving as President and CEO.  Banc Services Corporation was 



 
formed to engage in bank consulting services, including de novo bank organization.  Over time, the 

demand for de novo bank consulting services grew rapidly and that became the main focus of the 

business.  In 2002 the business was re-organized as Brent Baker, Inc. Over the last 14 years, Brent 

Baker, Inc., and Banc Services Corporation before it, assisted with the organization of more than two 

dozen banks in Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, New Jersey, North Carolina and Texas comprising a mix of 

successful national and state chartered institutions. The company also consulted on mergers and 

acquisitions, having originated and assisted in the negotiation of several successful acquisitions.  In 

2010, Mr. Baker, along with CIB co-founder and Managing Director Chuck Shultz, founded CIB Partners. 

Mr. Baker has served on numerous bank boards and as chairman of one institution. Mr. Baker and his 

wife, Dorothy, have two grown sons and five grandchildren. In addition to his business interests, Mr. 

Baker is an avid golfer, tennis player and musician. 

 
JONATHAN HIGHTOWER  
Jonathan Hightower, partner with Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner, LLP, focuses his 
practice in financial institutions law, including corporate, regulatory and securities 
work. Mr. Hightower regularly advises banks and their boards of directors on their 
strategic plans, including organic and acquisition growth plans, sale transactions, 
strategic mergers and capital raises, as well as on complex regulatory issues. Mr. 
Hightower's active transactional practice significantly contributes to Bryan Cave's 
consistent rankings among the leaders in the SNL league tables for Financial 
Institutions M&A. Mr. Hightower's broad base of experience representing financial 
institutions includes SEC reporting advice; open and failed bank acquisitions; 
branch transactions; formations of de novo banks; representations of directors and 
officers; corporate restructurings; bank holding company formations; and going-private 
transactions. His representation of financial institutions has spanned a broad geographic base, 
including representations in Georgia, Texas, Arkansas, Alabama, Louisiana, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Florida, Indiana, New York, Michigan, Arizona and California. 
 
DAVID WOOD 
David has more than 30 years of experience in accounting, auditing, and financial 

reporting. He began his career with a Big Four accounting firm where he spent 

eight years specializing in working with large and small financial institutions in a 

variety of markets. Over the past 20 years, David has worked in PKM’s financial 

institutions practice, serving clients throughout the Southeast. He is a recent 

former member of the Depository Institutions Expert Panel of the AICPA, former 

Vice Chairman of Allinial Global’s Financial Institutions Committee, and is active in 

many banking organizations promoting the interests of community banks. David 

has been involved with numerous Merger and Acquisitions and has expertise in  

the accounting and regulatory environment, including SEC requirements. David is  

a magna cum laude graduate of The University of Georgia where he received his  

Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting. He is a member of the AICPA  

as well as several state CPA societies. 

 

 

 


