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United Community Advisory Services Welcomes LPL Financial Advisor Alex Neal  

 

BLUE RIDGE, Ga. – July 27, 2020 – United Community 

Advisory Services is pleased to announce the addition of 

Alex Neal to its team. Neal will now assist clients in the 

Blue Ridge and McCaysville areas with investments, 

insurance and retirement planning.   

 

“Alex is a great addition to the United Community 

Advisory Services team,” said Melissa Ekeberg, Program 

Manager for United Community Advisory Services. “He is 

deeply committed to his community and takes pride in 

crafting financial plans to best fit his client’s needs. I look 

forward to watching him succeed.” 

 

Neal began his career as a Financial Advisor with Edward Jones Investments, where he achieved his 

Series 7 and Series 66 licenses. Prior to joining United, Neal worked for South State Bank. He is a 

graduate of Truett-McConnell College in Cleveland, Georgia.  

 

“I was attracted to the banking industry because of the opportunity to make a meaningful difference in 

people’s lives,” said Neal. “With their customer-oriented approach, United Community Bank has 

consistently earned the trust of this community. I am proud to join them and grow my career with such 

a service-oriented organization.”   

 

Neal was raised in Bartow County and has resided in Ellijay since 2013. He is heavily involved in the 

community, having been a member of the Gilmer County Chamber of Commerce and the Oak Bowery 

Lodge. He is also active with the Rotary Club of Pickens County and a graduate of Leadership Gilmer. 

Neal and his wife Caitlin have two pets, Ellie and Mochi.  

 

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor 

and broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC).  

 

About LPL Financial 

LPL Financial (https://www.lpl.com) is a leader in the retail financial advice market and the nation’s 

largest independent broker-dealer**. We serve independent financial advisors and financial institutions, 
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providing them with the technology, research, clearing and compliance services, and practice 

management programs they need to create and grow thriving practices. LPL enables them to provide 

objective guidance to millions of American families seeking wealth management, retirement planning, 

financial planning and asset management solutions. 

**As reported by Financial Planning magazine, June 1996-2019, based on total revenue. 

 

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment 

advisor and broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its 

licensed affiliates. United Community Bank and United Community Advisory Services are not registered 

as a broker-dealer or investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services 

using United Community Advisory Services, and may also be employees of United Community Bank. 

These products and services are being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate entities 

from, and not affiliates of, United Community Bank or United Community Advisory Services. Securities 

and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are:  

Not Insured by FDIC or Any Other Government 
Agency 

Not Bank Guaranteed 

Not Bank Deposits or Obligations May Lose Value 

 

About United Community Banks, Inc. 

United Community Banks, Inc. (NASDAQ: UCBI) (United) is a bank holding company headquartered in 

Blairsville, Georgia, with executive offices in Greenville, South Carolina. United is one of the largest full-

service financial institutions in the Southeast, with $15.0 billion in assets, and 149 offices in Georgia, 

North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee at June 30, 2020. Through its July 1st acquisition of Three 

Shores Bancorporation and its wholly-owned banking subsidiary, Seaside National Bank & Trust, United 

added approximately $2.1 billion in assets and 14 banking offices in key metropolitan markets 

throughout Florida.  United Community Bank, United’s wholly-owned bank subsidiary, specializes in 

personalized community banking services for individuals, small businesses and companies throughout its 

geographic footprint, now including Florida under the brand Seaside Bank and Trust. Services include a 

full range of consumer and commercial banking products, including mortgage, advisory, treasury 

management, and now wealth management. Respected national research firms consistently recognize 

United for outstanding customer service. In 2020, J.D. Power ranked United highest in customer 

satisfaction with retail banking in the Southeast, marking six out of the last seven years United earned 

the coveted award.  Forbes included United in its inaugural list of the World’s Best Banks in 2019 and 

again in 2020. Forbes also recognized United on its 2020 list of the 100 Best Banks in America for the 

seventh consecutive year.  United also received five Greenwich Excellence Awards in 2019 for excellence 

in Small Business Banking and Middle Market Banking, including a national award for Overall Satisfaction 

in Small Business Banking. Additional information about United can be found at www.ucbi.com. 
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