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Pinnacle Bank adds Three New Directors 

 
Elberton – Pinnacle Bank is pleased to announce the addition of three new directors to the 
Boards of Pinnacle Bank and Pinnacle Financial Corporation. Headquartered in Elberton, GA, 
the Bank has 22 Branches, an Operations Center, three loan offices and an additional 
campus housing Mortgage Operations, Call Center and Pinny/Interactive Teller Machine 
Center.   
 
The new directors are Danielle Barron Benson, Connie Moore Melear and Ron Bracewell. 
 
Benson, who resides in Oconee County is a business leader of that area as well as  
Athens-Clarke County. After graduating from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor’s in 
Business Administration, she worked in Atlanta in telecommunications and IT process 
improvement. 
 
After moving back to the Athens area, she started her own business, Massage Envy and sold 
it in 2021 after growing it to 35 employees. Benson along with her husband, Reese Benson, 
opened Candid Construction Services in 2013. It specializes in custom homes, high-end 
residential remodels and commercial construction and development. 
 
Melear, who is a resident of Evans, is a business leader in the Columbia and Richmond 
Counties area. After graduating from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor’s in Business 
Administration, she worked in several jobs providing the experience needed for her current 
position of Chief Financial Officer at RWAllen Construction, LLC. 
 
She has past experience in banking, tax preparation, logistics and retail business. She has 
served as a controller and educator in the field of adult education business classes. Melear 
currently serves as Columbia County Commissioner, District 1. 
 
Bracewell, a resident of Gainesville is a business leader in that community as well as the Hall 
County area. After graduating from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor’s in Business 
Administration and a Major in Accounting, he worked in Columbus and then Atlanta, gaining 
experience in the accounting field.  
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Today he is the Managing Partner of Bates, Carter & Co., LLP, a CPA firm providing tax, 
accounting and consulting services. Bracewell has nearly 40 years of experience in areas of 
auditing, accounting, taxation, business valuation and litigation support.  He is a licensed 
Certified Public Accountant and Accredited in Business Valuation. 
 
“We are very fortunate to have these talented individuals join our Board of Directors,” said 
Pinnacle Bank CEO, Jackson McConnell. “As a community bank, it is of the utmost 
importance to have Directors who understand various aspects of business as well as 
knowing their community.”  
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