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It is an honor to serve as the 132nd chairman of the Georgia Bankers Association.  

 

To follow in the footsteps of so many great bankers, many of whom I have known 

personally, is humbling. I shall try every day to earn the confidence that you all have placed 

in me.  

 

I want to tell you a little bit about my background and how I became a banker. I get asked 

about that a lot. 

 

Even as a little boy I was a saver. I saved every dollar that was given to me. I put each one 

in a box under my bed. A close family friend, Ben Easterlin, often chided me about my 

saving habit, suggesting I buried my money in coffee cans in the backyard. That was not 

true. It was cigar boxes.   

 

My grandfather said that he knew I would be a banker when I was an infant, because, when 

he would pick me up, I would smile at him and wet him at the same time.  

 

So, the signs were there early on. I grew up in Americus and began my career at Citizens 

Bank of Americus in 1974. During the summer between my junior and senior years at 

Auburn, I worked in the bookkeeping department filing checks and occasionally running a 

proof machine.  
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After graduating Auburn, I became a full-time employee of Citizens Bank on July 1, 1975. It 

was Citizens that gave me the foundation that would support my career. 

Later that year, I married the love of my life and my best friend, Susan, who I met at Auburn. 

Both our daughters, Caty and Rebecca, were born while I was at Citizens.  

 

In 1986, after a brief stint at First Atlanta in Americus, I took a job at First State Bank & Trust 

working for Morgan Murphy, who would later become the 103rd chairman of GBA. 

 

Then, in 1998, First State sold to Regions and I stayed on with Regions.  

In 2009, in the midst of the financial crisis, my job with Regions was eliminated and I 

returned to my first love, community banking, at AB&T in Albany where I have been ever 

since.  

 

In the fall of my first year at Citizens, I became acquainted with GBA when I attended my 

first group meeting. But it wasn’t until I moved to Albany that I really got involved. Joe 

recruited me to teach at the GBA Banking School and I became a member of the Public 

Affairs Committee.  

 

While serving on Public Affairs I was afforded the opportunity to really dig in and understand 

the importance of GBA’s advocacy mission. I really enjoyed collaborating with the 

committee, Joe and  many others to propose and pass legislation that created the state’s 

central indexing system for all UCC filings, the Georgia Superior Court Clerks’ Cooperative 

Authority. It was an education in the diplomacy required to deftly navigate all the twists and 

turns of the legislative process, and it clarified for me why an association like GBA is so 

important for our industry. 
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It was soon after that experience that Regions acquired First State and my GBA 

involvement ended for a while.  

 

But when I arrived at AB&T, I immediately reengaged with GBA.   

 

I am so grateful for my GBA experiences. Through GBA I have met some of the finest 

people and learned from the best bankers this state has ever produced. To work with my 

fellow volunteer bankers on committees and boards, Joe, Elizabeth, David and all the others 

on the GBA staff has been a blessing to me. Just like Perry Revell and Matt Rushton and 

our team at AB&T, the GBA staff inspire and challenge me every day. My involvement with 

GBA, particularly these past few years on the board, have been a highlight of my career and 

I look forward to the year ahead. 

 

Speaking of the year ahead, let me share what I want us to focus on this year.  

I want GBA and the full industry to focus on building off the goodwill we established as 

financial first responders during the pandemic. 

 

I have told my grandfather’s story about me smiling at him while wetting him hundreds of  

times. It gets a laugh every time, and I usually have a good time with it.  

 

But, there’s also something in it that gnaws at me because I realize there’s often a grain of 

truth in every joke. 

 

And as hard as that may be to accept, I really view that as an opportunity for us as bankers. 

We can take on the real or perceived truths buried in that old joke because we have the 
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tools, the creativity and the compassion to be true lights for our customers and 

communities. I see it every day and every time I gather with you. 

 

And that’s where the power of GBA comes in. Our association is all about being a resource 

for us to be better prepared, better skilled and better advocates about all that is good and 

noble in what we do.   

 

Plus, beyond the banking business, I’ve been thinking a lot about what we heard from Chris 

Womack, Leslie Schreiner and our CEO panel about servant leadership, diversity, equity 

and inclusion.  

 

Here again, bankers truly are in a position to lead.  

 

We have the wisdom, maturity, moral clarity and importantly, the financial platform to pull 

people together compared to the divisiveness that seems so prevalent in our world today. 

 

Who better to lead these type efforts than we bankers, the ones to whom others look up, the 

ones who are called upon to lead every worthy cause?  

 

So, in the year ahead, I’m challenging each of us to embrace the idea of being much more 

than the financial leaders our community needs. I’m asking us to lead beyond the bank 

more than ever before.  

 

Like I said, we’ve got momentum on our side right now on a lot of fronts. So, I’m glad we’re 

here tonight to celebrate Spence and our Association. We’ve got lots for which we can be 

proud.  
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And, next year, when we gather for our annual meeting June 13th – 15th at The Breakers in 

Palm Beach, I am confident we’ll celebrating the progress that’s been made. 


