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 National Teach Children to Save Day, April 25, 2006      
 Sponsored by Leadership GBA 
 

It’s been said that the earlier in life you learn a foreign 
language, the more fluent you become in speaking it.  
The same holds true for money.  Early lessons in 
learning how to spend, save and invest can prepare a 
young person for a lifetime of sound money 
management.  Today’s teens spend roughly $169 
billion a year.  And the direct buying power of kids 
aged 4 to 12 is predicted to exceed $51.8 billion in 
2006.  So it’s no longer just a “nice idea” to teach kids 
how to handle money.  The failure to do so could lead 
to a financial literacy crisis.      
 
That’s why ABA Education Foundation, along with 
Leadership GBA, is again taking steps to lead kids on 
the path to a positive financial future.  On Tuesday, 
April 25, bankers nationwide will speak at local 
elementary, middle and high schools to teach students 
the importance of saving money on National Teach 
Children to Save Day.  “Studies show that kids aren’t 
learning the skills they need to make smart financial 
decisions as adults” said Meredith Malcom, President 
of Leadership GBA.  “We teach other life skills but 
don’t spend enough time teaching financial skills.  
Let’s do as much as we can on National Teach 
Children to Save Day to help fill that gap and prepare 
our children for financial success.” 
 
 

On April 25, bankers across the country will make  
presentations to students in kindergarten through 12th 
grade that will include discussions, games and 
activities about money and savings.  Kids will learn the 
concept of saving, how to budget and how to 
determine needs vs. wants.   
 
Preparation for your presentation is easy, thanks to the 
ABA Education Foundation.  They have created two 
turnkey resource kits (Grades K-6 and Grades 7-12) that 
are easy to use and cost-effective.  Included in the kits 
are lesson plans, age appropriate activities, a quiz for 
parents and website suggestions.  To order either 
resource kit, simply call the ABA at 1-800-BANKERS, 
or visit the ABA website at www.aba.com.  
 
If you have any questions about National Teach 
Children to Save Day, feel free to contact Kim 
Brannen, PEP Chairman at (912) 489-9276 
kimbrannen@seaislandbank.com or GBA’s Fran 
Williams at (404) 420-2015 or at 
fwilliams@gabankers.com.  Please join your 
colleagues in reaching even more students and make 
this one of the most successful educational events in 
ABA and GBA history.   
 
 

2006 Conference Highlights 
 
Plans are well under way for the 46th Annual Leadership 
Conference.  This year’s conference will be held on July 
16-19, 2006 at the Omni Orlando Resort at Championsgate 
in Orlando, Florida.  This year’s program will feature 
leadership training by the famous Ritz-Carlton Leadership 
Center.  And as always we will also have an economic and 
legislative update.  Take advantage of this excellent 
opportunity to learn and network with your peers.  
Registration materials will be mailed in April. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendar…….July 16-19, 2006 
Omni Orlando Resort at Championsgate 

 Orlando, Florida 
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PEP Reporting: “Make 
Savings Lessons Stick  
for 2006” 

 
Bankers across the state are educating their communities 
about financial literacy every day.  They do it with little to 
no recognition.  But many are not given the credit they are 
due.           
 
To capitalize on the success of National Teach Children to 
Save Day and  the “Keep It Alive in 2005” challenge, ABA 
is continuing that challenge by  rolling out “Make Savings 
Lessons Stick for 2006”  to encourage bankers to increase 
and report their current education efforts 10 per cent or 
make at least one financial literacy presentation this year – 
an increase of 100 per cent.  Banks that commit to 
participating in this initiative, will be recognized on ABA’s 
website at www.aba.com.       
 
Our 2005-2006 PEP goal is to make at least 60,000 contacts. 
We are off to a great start, but to achieve this goal by the 
deadline date of May 31, we need your help.    
 
 

 
It’s easy to ensure that you and/or your bank are given the 
credit it’s due.  When you return from a visit to your 
school or any other group presentation,  take a few short 
minutes to complete a PEP Report Card and return it to 
the GBA Office, via mail or fax at (404) 522-9848.  (A 
PEP Report Card is enclosed for your convenience.)  A 
report card is also available for completion on GBA’s 
website at www.gabankers.com.  By completing and 
returning this form, you let the GBA and the ABA 
Education Foundation know that your bank is willing to 
do more in 2006 to help provide financial literacy in your 
community.  You may also earn an Outstanding PEP 
Award for yourself and/or your bank.   
 
PEP materials and brochures to assist you with your 
presentations are also available through GBA and ABA.  
Topics include personal financial management, credit 
responsibilities and many others.  If you have any  
questions or need assistance, please call GBA’s Fran 
Williams at (404) 420-2015 or Kim Brannen, PEP 
Chairman at (912) 489-9276, or visit GBA’s or ABA’s 
website.   With your help, we can make this year GBA’s 
best year ever for PEP involvement! 
 
  

  

 
Calling all Leadership GBA Reps! 

 
  GBA has created a Leadership GBA Representative e-mail database.  In order to ensure that it is    
  accurate, we need your help.  Please complete the form below and return it to the GBA office,  
  via mail or fax, as soon as possible.   
 
  Name:                

  Bank:                

  City:                

  Bank Website:               

  E-Mail Address:               
 

Fran Williams 
Georgia Bankers Association 

 50 Hurt Plaza, Suite 1050, Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
Phone:  (404) 522-1501  ♦  Fax:  (404) 522-9848 
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Getting To Know Your Leadership GBA Executive Committee 

Meredith Malcom, President 
 

                                    Meredith Malcom is a Senior Vice President at The National Bank of Walton County  
   in Monroe.  She is a commercial lender and also serves as the bank’s Retail Executive,   
   managing the retail/branch area of the bank.  Meredith came to the bank in 1997 but  
   has been in the banking industry since her graduation from the University of  

                                    Georgia in 1990 where she received her Bachelors Degree in Finance.  She has also 
                                    completed the Graduate School of Banking at LSU.   
 

                              She is very active in many community and civic organizations such as the Monroe Junior   
                              Service League, the Walton County Chamber of Commerce and the Governors Circle for 

the McDaniel Tichenor House.  Meredith attended her first Leadership Conference in 1998 and has been very 
active in Leadership GBA since.  “My involvement in Leadership GBA over the past eight years has been an 
incredible personal and professional growth experience for me.   I’ve made many contacts with bankers throughout 
the state who have helped me professionally and along the way have made some great friends.  Leadership GBA is 
an excellent opportunity to get involved in the banking industry.  I highly recommend that any career banker get 
involved with the Georgia Bankers Association by beginning with Leadership GBA.”   
 
If you would like to talk to Meredith about how you can get involved in Leadership GBA, feel free to contact her  
at (770) 207-7070or at meredithmalcom@nbwc.com. 
 

 
 

 

 
2005-06 Leadership GBA Executive Committee 

                                                                                           Phone                     Fax 
 President ......... Meredith Malcom...National Bank of Walton Cty., Monroe....(770) 207-7070 ... (770) 267-0032 
 President-Elect Jay Forrester ...........Georgia Bank & Trust Co., Augusta.........(706) 481-1020 ... (706) 737-3106   
Vice President.. Wes Dodd...............Community Bankshares, Inc., Cornelia ....(706) 778-2265 ... (706) 778-1423 
 Past President . D. Copeland............Columbus Bank and Trust Company........(706) 649-2410 ... (706) 649-6846 
 Group 1........... Kim Brannen ..........Sea Island Bank, Statesboro .....................(912) 489-9276 ... (912) 764-5024 
 Group 2........... Tommy C. Hill .......Thomasville National Bank ......................(229) 226-3300 ... (229) 225-1921 
 Group 3........... William Bailey .......PlantersFIRST, Perry................................(478) 987-9600 ... (478) 218-9332 
 Group 4........... Pete Garrett.............Bank of Upson, Thomaston ......................(706) 647-5426 ... (706) 646-3908 
 Group 5........... Erik Bagwell...........The Bankers Bank, Atlanta.......................(770) 805-2147 ... (770) 805-2139 
 Group 6........... Steve Culberson......The Peoples Bank, Eatonton.....................(706) 485-8542 ... (706) 485-3612 
 Group 7........... Scott Smith .............Northwest Georgia Bank, Ringgold .........(706) 965-3000 ... (706) 965-7628 
 Group 8........... Brad Barber ............Commercial Banking Company, Valdosta(229) 219-8414 ... (229) 219-8403 
 Group 9........... Gary Lochbaum......Patriot Bank of Georgia, i.o.,Cumming . ..(770) 887-9220 ... (770) 887-6077 
 Group 10......... Tim Carter ..............Bank of Madison ......................................(706) 342-1953 ... (706) 342-3615 
 At Large ......... Donna Lott..............Southwest Georgia Bank, Moultrie ..........(229) 873-3717 ... (229) 985-0251 
 At Large.......... Heath Schondelmayer Columbus Bank and Trust Company ....(706) 649-4805 ... (706) 649-6846 
 At Large.......... Kelly Yielding ........McIntosh State Bank, Jackson..................(770) 775-8300 ... (770) 775-8325 
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Mark your  
calendars…….. 

 
 
March 16-17 
 Operations & Technology Conference  
 Atlanta 
 
April 30 - May 5 
 Georgia Banking School 
 Athens 
 
May 21-26 
 Southeastern School of Commercial Lending 
 Nashville, TN 
 
May 21 – June 2 
 Graduate School of Banking at LSU 
 Baton Rouge, LA 
 
July 16-19 
 Annual Leadership Conference 
 Hilton Head Island, SC 
 
October 25 
 Annual BankPAC Golf Tournament 
 Valdosta 
 
November 5-10 
     Southern Operations & Technology School 
     Athens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The PEP Resource Column 

 
 
The following are available for loan from the  
Georgia Bankers Association.  To reserve a 
copy for your next presentation, call GBA’s 
Fran Williams at (404) 420-2015. 
 
Money:  Kids & Cash - This documentary helps 
children gain a better understanding of money 
and banking basics.  Two one hour episodes 
feature a number of short segments.  Suitable for 
children of diverse backgrounds, real-life stories 
keep kids interested in learning.  A classroom 
guide is included. 
 
 
Money:  Bucks, Banks & Business - Four 23 
minute episodes captivate students with lively 
and informative material about money 
management, international trade and 
entrepreneurial ventures.  This video is ideal for 
bankers who want to attract and hold teenagers’ 
attention during presentations.   
 
 
Careers in Banking - Produced in 1992, this 13- 
minute video takes an interesting look at the 
many diverse career opportunities in the banking 
industry.  The program examines the skills and 
educational requirements for a variety of banking 
positions.  This video is ideal for high school and 
junior college students. 
 
 
Give Credit Its Due – Through a grant from the 
State Bar of Georgia, GBA produced this video 
that is targeted to adult audiences. The video asks 
(and answers) many questions such as:  What is 
credit?  How is your credit monitored?  How 
does credit affect you? How do you establish 
credit?  It also provides useful tips about solving 
your debt problems and the consequence of filing 
bankruptcy.   
 
 
 

 
For a complete listing of events, 

conferences, services and resources 
available at GBA, visit our web-site  

at www.gabankers.com 


