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I am honored and excited to assume the role as the 133rd Chairman of the 
Georgia Bankers Association.   
 

While I have officially been a full-time employee of First American Bank for 24 
years, as a third-generation banker, I have been exposed to banking my entire 
life.  
 
My first job at the bank was multi-faceted. My day would begin filling in for our 
long-time courier meeting at the Trust Company Deposit Operations Center so I 
could exchange checks with the other local banks.   
 
After the morning courier run, I’d go to the dungeon (or basement) to work in the 
Bookkeeping Department answering phones, searching for check and statement 
images on the microfiche machine, counting checks to be enclosed in 
statements, and coding checks on one of the four proof machines.  
 
My proof encoding duties didn’t last very long as I was consistently holding up 
the end-of-the-day process with my slow pace of encoding. Later on, I would 
serve as a teller, the dreaded internal auditor, and then various management 
roles throughout the bank. 
 
A lot has happened in banking over the years.  
 
Microfiche scanners, proof machines, mainframe computers that would take up 
half a room, check joggers and reader-sorters have all been replaced (I hope) 
with newer, more efficient technology.  
 
Gone are the days of four-day float, checks enclosed in statements and lobby 
ash trays.  
 



Despite the many changes to banking over the years, one thing has remained 
constant and that’s our employees providing the human support element to 
banking. I remind our employees that banking is a commodity until it’s not, and 
that’s when our customers need that personal connection to help them in times 
of need.  
 
When I was thinking about what to say tonight, I went back through the 
speeches of prior incoming Chairman, many of whom are in the room tonight. 
Despite the economic environment at the time, or which political party held the 
majority on the state or national level, or what the crisis of the day may have 
been, each speech had common themes that ring true today. 
 
Jackson McConnell and Remer Brinson both spoke of involvement and working 
together as bankers to “speak out for our industry…. support good legislation 
and oppose harmful legislation… share the stories about the good work we do. 
Encourage each other as together we can accomplish great things.”  
 
I love seeing the collaboration of fellow bankers at roundtables, conferences and 
other networking events where ideas and concerns are shared to strengthen our 
ability to be successful. 
 
Rick Whaley cautioned us that “periods of prosperity can prompt banks to 
exceed the bounds of prudence.” He said, “We need to get back to what we do 
best, which is providing capital for economic expansion while creating positive 
relationships with our customers. We should focus on helping them stabilize 
their finances, live within their means and prepare for the future.”  
 
I think what Rick said then is also great advice for the uncertain economic 
environment we are faced with today. 
 
Both John Hall and Stan Kryder encouraged us to be involved with the advocacy 
the GBA does on our behalf to ensure a banking environment where banks and 
their customers can thrive.  
 



Interestingly, the tone was a little different in each of their remarks. John’s 
comments were that we have “more receptive leadership at our regulatory 
agencies,” while Stan mentioned that “piling on new regulations and legislation 
are not the antidotes that will heal the economy faster.”  
 
Regardless of the regulatory or political climate, it’s obvious that we need to 
continue to advocate for our industry. 
 
Chuck Copeland, Luke Flatt, and Jim Edwards all encouraged us to be more 
than just financial leaders in our communities.  
 
Luke said, “We have the wisdom, maturity, moral clarity and importantly, the 
financial platform to pull people together compared to the divisiveness that 
seems so prevalent in our world today.”  
 
And Chuck added that we need “to work hard on encouraging even stronger 
banker support for economic development initiatives. We need to dig in and 
identify gaps in banker involvement and be the catalyst for connecting all the 
right parties to move the needle for more growth throughout the state.”  
 
Finally, Jim Edwards stated “bankers aren’t just financial intermediaries, we’re 
actually intermediaries that help people realize their dreams”. 
 
There’s a Latin phrase “Sic Vos Non Vobis” which means “thus we labor, but not 
for ourselves”.  
 
I think it’s a safe bet to assume each of us in this room tonight have coached a 
little league team, served on an economic development board, or volunteered 
for other non-profits. 
 
We are volunteers and engaged in our communities not for personal gain, but to 
make our communities better places to live, work and play. 
 
In conclusion, as Jim Williams quoted back in 2007, “The more things change 
the more they remain the same.”  



 
True to Jim’s words, my goals for the GBA in the upcoming year are no different 
than the goals set 130 years ago.  
 
Palmer Proctor summed it up perfectly in GBA’s 125th anniversary year. He 
stated, “It’s pretty simple. Our predecessors created this organization 125 years 
ago with a common goal in mind: to deal with the friction points against our 
industry, educate bankers to be the best professionals they can be and find 
ways to make banking better not, just for the banks, but for the people we 
serve.” 
 
I want to personally thank each of the past chairman for their involvement with 
the GBA as well as helping me to write my speech tonight.  
 
Rick Drews, while you mentioned that you aspired to be a garbage man or a 
professional amusement park ride operator in the second grade, we are all glad 
you choose banking instead.  
 
Speaking of Rick, I arranged for a short video clip as the reveal for next year’s 
Annual Meeting. He’ll recognize this place! 
 
CUE VIDEO 
 
I can’t wait to see you all in Colorado to celebrate another successful year in the 
life of our association. 
 
Thank you to Joe, David, Elizabeth, Kathy, Alison, Bo, Mandy, Keri and all of the 
rest of the GBA staff that does such a great job running our Association.  
 
Thank you all for being here tonight, enjoy the entertainment and I hope you all 
have a safe trip home tomorrow. 
 
Good night!   


